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1. Introduction

A windfarm of up to three wind turbines is proposed for the old airfield at Newton Down, near
Porthcawl. The site is an old wartime airfield, now mostly arable farmland, 1.5km south of the
M4 motorway.

This consultation document explains the reasoning behind the proposals and requests
comments from the public to steer the development. The public consultation closes on 31st July
2008.

A website exists to support the public consultation which has all the latest information. As well
as the information covered in this document it contains many visualisations of the project.
www.newtondownwindfarm.co.uk
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2. Why Windfarms?

2.1 Opinions on Climate Change

“Imagine melting polar icecaps and rising sea levels, threatening highly developed
coastal areas...Imagine a warmer and wetter world in which infectious diseases such as
malaria and yellow fever spread more easily…(this is not) science fiction; it is sober
prediction, based on the best science available” - Former UN Secretary General, Kofi
Annan

"Climate change is a far greater threat to the world than international terrorism” - Sir
David King, UK Government's chief scientific adviser

"This is a huge problem. If we don't deal with this within just a few years, you will have
island nations flooded; you will have the agricultural balance of most countries
completely changed; you will have a dramatic increase in the number of severe,
unmanageable weather events... The good news is that we can now deal with this
problem - and strengthen our economic growth, not weaken it" - Former US President
Bill Clinton

"If it were only a few degrees, that would be serious, but we could adapt to it. But the
danger is the warming process might be unstable and run away. We could end up like
Venus, covered in clouds and with the surface temperature of 400 degrees. It could be
too late if we wait until the bad effects of warming become obvious. We need action now
to reduce emission of carbon dioxide" - Prof. Stephen Hawking, Physicist

“I urge governments, development and environmental organisations to work together to
find sustainable solutions to avert a catastrophe that will exacerbate human suffering to a
magnitude that perhaps the world has not yet seen" - Archbishop Desmond Tutu

"Climate change is the biggest challenge the world faces, and there are difficult
decisions to be made. Action over the next ten years is absolutely vital. Wind energy is a
renewable energy technology that is commercially viable on a large scale and our
weather and geography here in Wales means we are well placed to use it." - Rhodri
Morgan, First Minister

"We are facing an enormous challenge but the One Wales government has the political
will needed to tackle this issue. With the support of our Climate Change Commission and
our newly appointed young Climate Change Champions, I believe that Wales can
become a leading player on a European level." Jill Evans, Plaid Cymru MEP

"the evidence now shows that economic impacts are likely to be significant. And at a
global average of 2 degrees or more the consequences - for agricultural productivity,
water stress, ecosystems and human health - become potentially devastating." - Gordon
Brown, Prime Minister
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“The scientific evidence is now overwhelming. If the anticipated growth in emissions is
left unchecked, global average temperatures could be as much as 5.8C higher by the
end of this century, with a devastating impact on our economy and the natural world” -
Tony Blair, former Prime Minister

"I want to tell the British people some uncomfortable truths. There is a price for progress
in tackling climate change. Yes of course low-energy lightbulbs, hybrid cars - even a
windmill on your roof...can make a difference and also save money. But these things are
not enough. Government must show leadership by setting the right framework. It will
place a responsibility on all of us. Tackling climate change is our social responsibility - to
the next generation. - David Cameron, Conservative Leader

2.2 The impacts of climate change

Depending on our response to the problem over the next few years, temperature rises of
between 1 and 6 degrees are forecast over this century. The UK Government Climate Change
Programme 2006 notes the following forecast international impacts from climate change:

Temperature
Rise

Forecast Impact

1-2ºC Major impacts on ecosystems and species; wide ranging
impacts on society

2-3ºC Greenland ice cap starts to melt, major loss of coral reef
ecosystem; considerable species loss; large impacts on
agriculture water resources; health; and economies;
Terrestrial carbon sink could become a source

1-4ºC North Atlantic circulation at increasing risk of collapse

2-4.5ºC West Antarctic ice sheet at increasing risk of collapse

The Welsh Assembly report, ‘Climate Changes Wales - Learning to Live Differently’, 2003 ,
identified the expected changes in climate in relation to Wales as:

• more frequent storms;

• sea level rise;

• increased rainfall and greater inflow to estuaries and the sea;

• changes of rainfall pattern during the year - wetter winters and drier summers.

Much more information on Climate Change and its Impacts can be found in the further
information section of the project website www.newtondownwindfarm.co.uk including several
education resources for children.

2.3 Why windfarms are important

Tackling climate change will take significant concerted action over many decades, in all
countries and on several different fronts. Energy, transport, homes, industry, etc, must all be
reformed to properly address the issue.
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4.2 Local Landscape

The windfarm site is now farmland, nearly all arable. The site was previously a wartime airfield.
Aircraft hangers, hardstanding areas and a perimeter track still remain.

The site is surrounded by significant existing developments as shown below:

4.3 Wider Landscape

To the north of the site is the M4 industrial corridor between Bridgend and Port Talbot, with
business parks, steel works, railway yards and linked with by the M4 motorway, mainline railway
and two Hi-voltage pylon lines.


